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Highland Plantation's Municipal Team 

2024 

First Assessor/ Interim CEO/ Fire Warden/ Fair Hearing Officer 
Daniel Howard 

Second Assessor / Interim CEO / General Assistance Admin / Public Access Officer 
Lois Bousquet 

Third Assessor / CEO / Animal Control Officer / Health Officer 
Vacant2024 

To contact the Assessors, please email assessors@highlandplt.org 

Clerk/ Treasurer/ Tax Collector I Registrar of Voters 
Patricia Dunphy 

To contact the Clerk, Treasurer, Tax Collector, and Registrar please email Clerk@highlandplt.org 

School Superintendent/ Agent 
Laura Columbine 

School Committee 
Patricia Dunphy - Chair (2027) 

Sprite York (2025), Nancy Trudeau (2026) 

Planning Board 
Michael Atwood-Chair 

Rose Staton - Co-Chair / Secretary 
Jay Staton 

Arthur Kaminsky 
Daniel York 

For Planning Board matters, please email Planningboard@highlandplt.org 

Ballot Clerks 
Dawn Davis, Judith Howard, Lois Bousquet, 

Suzanne Morison, Nancy Trudeau 



132nd ~l!atwte 

SeJtateof 
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Senate'!Dhhict S 

Dear Friends and Neighbors: 

Senator Russell Black 
3 State House Station 

Augusta, ME 04333-0003 
(207) 287-1505 

I am honored and humbled to continue serving as your State Senator for a fourth term. The 
trust you have placed in me is something I do not take lightly, and I remain committed to being 
a strong voice for you, your family, and our community in Augusta. 

I am happy to continue my work on the Agriculture Conservation and Forestry Committee, I 
will continue to focus on ensuring accountability in key state programs, with a particular 
emphasis on the Office of Child and Family Services (OCFS). 

The First Regular Session of the 132nd Maine State Legislature began on December 4, 2024, 
with our swearing-in ceremony led by Governor Janet Mills. It was a day filled with tradition, 
attended by family and friends of incoming members, as we set the stage for the work ahead. 

Many of you have reached out to me about the challenges you are facing-rising costs of 
energy, housing, child care, and concerns about education, mental health, substance abuse, 
workforce development, and community safety. As your State Senator, I am committed to 
working with my colleagues to find common-sense solutions to these pressing issues. 

In addition, addressing Maine's anticipated budget gap and setting priorities for the next 
biennium will be a significant focus this session. I am confident that through collaboration, we 
can work to balance fiscal responsibility with investments in the well-being of all Mainers. 

Once again, I want to thank you for re-electing me to represent you in the State Senate. Please 
don't hesitate to reach out to me with any questions, comments, or concerns. I am here to help, 
whether it's navigating state programs or working to address issues important to you and our 
community. 

Sincerely, 

Russell Black 
State Senator 

Fax: (207) 287-1527 * 1TY (207) 287-1583 * Message Service 1-800-423-6900 * Web Site: Jegislature.maine.govlsenate 



Washington Office 
1710 Lcingworth House Office Building 

Washlngtnn. D.C. 205l5 
Phone: (202) 225-6306 

Fax: (202) 225-2943 

www.golden.house.gov 

Dear Friends, 

Jared Golden 
Congress .of the United States 

2nd District of Maine 

Committee on Armed Services 

Committee"on Small Business 

I hope this letter finds you well. It ' s an honor to continue serving as your representative in Congress, 
and I take the responsibility very seriously. Thank you for the opportunity to share an update on the 
work I've been doing for the people of the Second Congressional District. 

Fisheries: This spring, the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) announced a 
gauge increase for lobsters caught in the Gulf of Maine beginning in January 2025. Maine 
fishermen warned that this decision is founded on incomplete and inaccurate data. Additionally, 
this gauge increase could put Mainers at a competitive disadvantage to Canadian fishermen with 
looser regulations. That' s why I sent a letter to the ASMFC urging them to delay their decision 
until they can evaluate data with fishermen, whose proactive stewardship provides invaluable 
insight. I have also submitted an amendment to this year' s funding bill that would block federal 
funding from being used to implement and enforce a gauge increase. Because of these efforts, 
the ASFMC made the decision to delay the implementation of this new requirement. I'll always 
stand with Maine lobstermen against unfair, unnecessary regulations that threaten their 
livelihoods and industry. 

Veterans: The first meeting I attended as an elected official was with a large group of veterans 
and the former Director of the Maine Bureau of Veterans Services. We discussed a lot, but one 
issue rose above the rest: how little was being done for Maine veterans who needed treatment for 
mental health issues or substance use. At the time, there were no in-patient treatment beds in 
Maine, so veterans had to wait for a bed to open up at an out-of-state facility. Fast forward 10 
years, through unending red tape, and I'm delighted to report we just broke ground on a 
treatment facility at the Tagus VA Medical Center in Augusta. This was the direct result of the 
tireless advocacy of veterans from across our state - this win is theirs. 

Postal Service: This spring, the U.S. Postal Service (USPS) announced plans to consolidate and 
move some processing operations from the Eastern Maine Processing & Distribution Center in 
Hampden to Scarborough. This would have caused significant mail delivery delays that 
disproportionately harm rural communities. That' s why I introduced the Timely Mail Delivery 
and Postal Services Protection Act, which would have halted this planned consolidation across 

6 State Street. Suite lO l 
Bangor, ME 04101 

l?hoo.e: (207) 249-74.00 

7 Hatch Drive. Suite 230 
Caribou. ME 04136 

'Phone: (207) 492-6009 
~♦-• 

179 Lisbon Street 
Lewiston, ME 04240 

Phone: (207) 241-6767 



the country. Following these efforts, the USPS announced they have scrapped their plan entirely. 
While this is a win for Maine, it is also evidence that we cannot become complacent. That's why 
I recently introduced the bipartisan Postmaster General Reform Act, which would establish term 
limits for the United States Postal Service's (USPS) postmaster general and require nominations 
to be confirmed by the Senate. 

Regardless of the year, one of my top priorities is ensuring I'm accessible to you. My staff and I can 
help navigate federal programs; find resources in Maine; and resolve issues with Medicare, Social 
Security, the VA, and other federal agencies and programs. We are here to help: 

• Caribou Office: 7 Hatch Drive, Suite 230, Caribou, ME 04 736. Phone: (207) 492-6009 
• Lewiston Office: 179 Lisbon Street, Lewiston, ME 04240. Phone: (207) 241-6767 
• Bangor Office: 6 State Street, Suite 101, Bangor, ME 04401. Phone: (207) 249-7400 

I wish you a healthy and prosperous year to come. 

Respectfully, 

Jared Golden 
Member of Congress 

6 State Street, Suite 101 
Bangor, ME 04101 

Phone: (207) 249-7400 

7 Hatch Drive. Suite 230 
Caribou. ME 04736 

Phone: (207) 492-6009 
-E!:! '-• 

i 79 Lisbon Street 
~wiston, ME 04240 

Phone: (207) 241-6767 



ANGUS S. KING, JR. 
MAINE 
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Dear Friends 

1:lnitrd ~mus ~matt 
WASHtNGTON, OC 20510 

January l, 2025 

OOMM11'TC$!$, 

ARMED SEfMCES 
CHAIRMAN, STRATEGIC FORCES 

SVl3CQMMJT'1'£E 

EN£RGYAND 
NAn.JRAl RESOURC!:S 

CHAIRMAN, NATIONAl. PAAKS 
S1,J8COMMJM£ 

INTEl.WGENCE 
VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

Each year comes with renewed hope - to celebrate each other's successes and care for each other 
in times of need. I am thankful to each town in Maine for their commitment to their 
communities~ to their citizens, and to this country. We always work together to get things done. 
This past year was no different. 

First, it was a true honor to be reelected to the United States Senate for another six-year term. 
Throughout my travels around the state I heard many concerns about the cost of living and 
affordability ,of housing~ Many of you also shared your concerns about access to medical and 
mental health services. The Inflation Reduction Act has been incredible for older people in Maine 
- Medicare is finally negotiating lower prices for prescription drugs, on top of the $35 per month 
cap for insulin that took effect in 2023. We have an opportunity to build on what we have in 
common and do what Maine people do best; we will continue to help each other and lead 
through example. 

1 have also been consistently working to help our veterans. My team has repeatedly been 
successful in securing long .. overdue recognition of military medals for many of Maine's combat 
veterans and working to resolve issues with claims, travel pay and access to healthcare and 
benefits our veterans earned through their selfless service to our country. I have also worked with 
my Veterans Affairs and Oefense partners in Washington to successfully pass a national defense 
bill that strengthens our national security, takes care of our service members and supports Maine 
businesses from Aroostook to York County. 

I am also thankful to have such an incredible team across Maine available to you for hurdles you 
may face with the federal government. Whether it be veteran issues, social security problems, 
student loans, immigration, IRS and more, please never hesitate to reach out to my offices in 
Presque Isle:, Bangor, Augusta, Portland, or Biddeford and allow us the chance to he part of your 
solutions. 

Together, over the next six years,, I know we can continue to build a stronger, brighter future for 
our great state. Thank you for being one of the reasons Maine is so special; it is not only a 
pleasure to serve you - it is a pleasure to know you. Mary and I wish you a happy and safe 
2025. 

AUGUSTA 
40 Westem Avqn~ S1o1lta 412 

August&, MF 04330 
(207) 622--8292 

BANGOR' 
202 Harlow'Stl'IM!t, Suite 20350 

Banuor. ME 04401 
(207j 945-8000 

810DEFORO 
227 Mala Sueet 

Biddeford. ME 04005 
(207} 352~5216 

POATLANO 
1 Plea;1unt Street, lJnl:t 4W 

Pottlalld. ME04101 
(201} 24S-1565 

PAESOUE ISLE 
167 Academy Street, Suite A 

Presque lsfe, M£ 04769 
(207) 764-St24 



SUSAN l\,t COLLINS 
MAINE 

413 DIRKSEN SENA re OFFICE eu 11.0ING 
WASk lNGTON, OC 2051(>..1904 

t202} 224---2623 
(202) 224-2693 !FAX) 

Dear Friends: 

ilnitrd ~tatts £,cnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1904 

COMMlfflES: 

APPROPRIATIONS 
VJCli C/iAftt 

HEAL Tli, EDUCATION, 
LABOR, ANO PEN~IONS 

SELECT COMMl'ITEE 
ON INTELLIGENCE 

It is an honor to represent Maine in the United States Senate, and I welcome this opportunity to share 
several key accomplishments for our state from the previous year. 

As Vice Chair of the Appropriations Committee, I have secured nearly $580 million for 230 projects 
across all of Maine's 16 counties to promote job creation, workforce training, and economic development; 
expand access to health care; support law enforcement; improve public education and infrastructure; and protect 
our environment. As the new Congress begins, I am honored to be taking the helm of the Committee, the first 
Mainer to do so in nearly a century, and I remain committed to ensuring that federal spending produces real 
results for our state and nation. 

Maine has the oldest average age in the country, which is why I have long prioritized health-focused 
legislative efforts. There were more than 1,860 health care bills introduced during the 118th Congress. Only 15 
health care bills were signed into law, and I was a lead sponsor of five of them. These bills will enhance care for 
individuals with Alzheimer' s, autism, and substance abuse issues through improved research funding, 
strengthened public health programs, and increased support for rural first responders. 

Another important bill that I coauthored was the Social Security Fairness Act. Since 2003, when I led the 
first-ever Senate hearing on the Windfall Elimination Provision and the Government Pension Offset, I have 
sought to end these provisions of the Social Security Act that unfairly reduce the Social Security benefits that 
public employees or their spouses have earned. I am pleased to say that with the passage of my bill, the Social 
Security Fairness Act, in December, public sector retirees will now receive the full Social Security benefits they 
have earned. 

When the Maine way of life was under threat, I was certain to defend the interests of our state. I worked 
to protect Maine's potato farmers when the Department of Agriculture tried to reclassify the potato from a 
vegetable to a grain. I thwarted efforts to consolidate USPS mail operations at the Hampden postal facility, 
which would have disrupted mail delivery throughout our state. I sounded the alarm with leaders at the FBI and 
Departments of State and Treasury on the spate of illicit marijuana growing operations that are destroying 
properties and providing refuge to foreign criminals in our state. Following damage to our working waterfronts 
after last winter's storms, I secured $15 million to help fishing communities recover. I championed funding to 
support the Maine Air National Guard base, Bath Iron Works, and Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. 

As oflast December, I have cast more than 9,100 consecutive votes, continuing my record of never 
missing a roll-call vote since my Senate service began in 1997. My ranking as the most bipartisan Senator 
reflects Maine's tradition of working with a spirit of cooperation and respect. 

My highest priority as a Senator is to ensure that Maine' s needs are met. If ever I can be of assistance to 
you, please contact one of my state offices or visit my website at collins.senate.gov. 

Sincerely, 

~1'1~ 
Susan M. Collins 
United States Senator 

www.colllns.senate.gov 



Dear Maine Resident: 

I have always been guided by the belief that to ,strengthen our state we have to invest in our greatest 
asset the people of Maine. With the upport of the Legislature, my Administration has been 
investing in what people need to succeed, like job training; child care, health care; educatio~ 
broadband and housing. 

We a.re eeing results - small businesses are expanding their operations· people are moving here 
to work and raise their families~ and graduates are staying in Maine to pursue rewarding, life-long 
careers. These are all encouraging signs that are reflected in the strength of our economy. In fact 
Maine has one of the best rates of economic growth in the nation 

That's g od new , but I · ow that not everyone is feeling the be efi of our strong economy. The 
co of living in Maine as in much of America is too high. The pri of fuel, the cost of suppli s 
utilities and labor have driven up exp nses for families across the country and impacted the budgets 
of towns counties and nearly every state including Maine. 

I want veryon to benefit from th · availability of good jobs, a good public education, and good 
health care in our state. That is why 1 have put forward a balanced budget proposal tha proposes 
some savings and certain targeted revenue increases to maintain things we all suppo like the 
tate paying 55 percent of the cost of education and 5 per-0 nt municipal re enue sharing to p 

all the e costs from being passed along to property taxpayers. 

We have made good progre over the past ix years to ensure that every person in Maine can find 
a good--paying job in a • warding and stable career; go to the doctor when they feel sick because 
they ha e health insurance; and have the peace of mind that their children are safe at home and at 
school. 

I look forward to working with communities and citizens across the state to solve problems, 
manage our finances and keep our people healthy and safe, 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

fltt ; (2 1 } 2 • S l ( "It' I 



Highland Plantation Residents and Property Owners 

We are excited to have a new website for Highland in development for 2025. It is a 
work in progress, so, please check back frequently for updates. 
Comments, suggestions & potential submissions: please contact 

assessors@highlandp lt. org. 
A special thank you to everyone that has kindly contributed photos for this project. 

Starting in 2025 notices and communications will be delivered via email and 
available on the website, accordingly. 

To be certain you receive important notices from your Highland Plantation 
Municipal Team, please contact assessors@highlandplt.org to update your 

communication preferences, most recent email address and contact information. 

Residents without email or internet access, please contact Lois (207) -628-424 7 or 
Pat (207) 628-2324 to be certain you are placed on the mailing list. 

For easy, free WIFI internet access, you may visit the New Portland Public Library. 

Independent Auditors' Report and Financial Statements 

Highland Plantation contracted with Ron L. Beaulieu & Company Certified Public 
Accountants, located in Portland, Maine for the 2024 annual audit. This service is 

provided to the plantation after the books close December 31, 2024. 

When the postaudit report is received, notification will be shared on the website, 
highlandplt.org. The Clerk will have copies on file for those who wish to review, 

by appointment, during regular business hours. 



Highland Plantation Assessors' Report 

2024 Property Tax Commitment 

Town wide valuation increase 15% 

MIL Rate .0139 

Homestead Exemptions - $450,000 

Veterans Exemptions - $24,000 

Tree Growth Value - $3,597,218 

Acreage in Tree Growth- 23,937 

Total Valuation-$ 15,570,671 

Total property tax commitment - $208,934 



Highland Plantation Tax Collector's Report 

Unpaid Property Taxes as of December 31, 2024 

Courtney, Thomas & Rachel 

Howard, Kevin 

Kinder, Nathan & Chery 1 

Matthews, Ludwig (Andrew) 

Parker, Justin 

Pinkham, Belinda & 
Robinson, Stacey 

Rayworth, Jeri 

$711.74 

$551.16 

$1235.14 

$2,454.38 

$190.51 

$119.12 

+ Interest ***** 

+ Interest 

+ Interest ***** 

+ Interest ***** 

+ Interest ***** 

+ Interest ***** 

Estate of Timothy Rayworth P.R. $29.97 + Interest 

Total Unpaid Taxes 

Pinkham, Belinda & 
Robinson, Stacey 

Total Liens Receivable 

$5,463.10 

***** Paid after books closed 

Tax Liens Receivable 
Unpaid tax Liens as of December 31, 2024 

$134.00 + Interest ***** 

$134.00 

***** Paid after books closed 



2024 Highland Plantation Treasurers Report - January 1 through December 31, 2024 

?024 Highland Plantation Treasurers_ Report -January 1 thro_ugh December 31, 2024 

2024 Warrant Accounts Used _l)!sJJU!"Sed Used for Balance+/ -

!,.dministration Expense $17,000.00 Raise Local -$4!~32.00 Insurance 

-$8300 Bank Supplies & Service Charges 

·~$1 ,170-42 Office Supplies 

-$407.00 Printing of Town Report 

-$1 ,269.63 IRS for Social Security & Medicare 

-$313.05 Hearing Notice 

-$163.50 Mileage (Terri Lamontagne) 

-$3 .00 Animal Welfare 

-$255 .00 IF&W 

-$247.00 Agent Fees 

-$790.03 Loan Interest 

-$9.50 Deed Transfers 

Dues (MMA, KVCOG, MTCCA, 
-$1 ,630.00 MMTCTA) 

: $17,000.00 Total -$11,273.13 $5,726.87 

Ambulance Services $2,986.00 Designated ~urplus -$8,553.00 Ambulance Setvice 

$7,009.00 Raise Local 
•$9,986.00 Total -$8,553.00 ~1,433.00 

Assessed 5 properties (Terri 

_As~~ssing Services _ ~$2,100.00 __ [)esignated Surplus __ -$_500.00 Lamontagne) 

$1 ,000.00 Raise Local 
$3,100.00 Total -$500,00 $2,600.00 

Bonds for Tax Collector & 
Treasurer $243 .00 2023 Tree Growth -$450.00 Bond for Treasurer & Tax Collector 

$207'.0Q_ Raise Local 
$450.00 Total :-$450.00 $0.00 

Contingency $20,000.00 Raise Local -$6,540.00 Capital Iniprovements Account 

-$661.69 GA Account 

-$700.00 Start of7 Savings Accounts 
1
$20,000.o_o Total -$7,901.69 $12,098.31 

Donations $760.00 Raise Local -$130.00 Somerset Humane Society 

-$100.00 WWC 

-$130.00 New Portlander 

$760.00 Total -$230.00 $530.00 

Education $12,000.00 Tuition I Student --$~,491.55 Tuition 

-$240.00 School Committee Meetings 

-~62~85.00 School Audit 

_$2,500.00 S_pe~ial Education -$2.1500.00 Special Ed Services 

$9,240.00 1 Administration ,-$4,000.00 Administration 

$2,500.00 Transportation $0.00 Transportation 

-$10,000.00 Raise Local $10,000.00 Raised for Schools 

Total from School 
'$16,240.00 Fund Balance -$_11,516.55 $4,723.45 

:Fire Protection & Fire House $20,000.00 Raise Local -$10.300.00 Fire Protection 

-$4,684.82 Fire House Maintenance 

$20,000.00 Total -$14,984.82 $5,015.18 

General Assist~nce $1,000.00 Savings -$338.31 Spent out 

$236.82 Reimbursed 

s1,oo~.oo Total -$101.49 $898.51 

Grounds_ Work $1 ,000.00 • Raise Local -$250 51 Cemetery Maintenance 

-$75. 16 Grounds Maintenance for Town House 

,$1,000.00 Total -$325.67 $674.33 

1 



2024 Highland Plantation Treasurers Report - January 1 through December 31, 2024 

Municipal Officers 

Snow Removal 

Summer Roads 

Town House 

Waste ~em oval 

Other Disbursements 

Totals for YE 2024 

2024 Highland Plantation Treasurers R~ort -January 1 through December 31, 2024 

$5,000.00 
$12,000.00 
$9,000.0.9 
~26,000.00 

$33,359.00 

$11 ,786.00 

$45,000.00 

$90,145.00 

$35,273.00 
$9,000.00 
$44,273.00 

$17,000.00 
$13,000.00 

$30,000.00 

$12,000.00 
$12,000.00 

$291,954.00 

-·· 

Designated Surplus 
2023 Tree Growth 
Raise Local 
Total 

Designated Surplus 

2023Excise Taxes 

Raise Local 

Total 

Capital 

lmprove~ents 
2022 Tree Growth 
Total 

2023 Tree Growth 
Raise Local 

Total 

-Raise Local 
Total 

Camden National 
Checking 

Money ~arket 
Saving A_ccounts 
Capital Improvements 

Contingency 
Fire DepaJ!ment 

GA 
Overlay 
Roads 

School Fund Balance 
Tree Growth 

-$21,366. 70 Salaries+ IRS Requirements 

-$21,366.70 

-$52,500.00 LR.Nunes (Snow Removal) 

New England Salt Company (Load of 
-$2,846.73 Salt) 

Ed McCarty (Snow Removal for Town 
-$400.00 HoU5e) 

Ed McCarty (Snow Removal For Fire 
-$495.00 HoU5e) 

-$56,241.73 

-$4,300.90 Josh Nunes (culvert & grading roads) 

-$4,300.00 

Somerset Home Improvements (roof, 
-$25,775.00 lights) 

-$1 ,117.31 CMP, IDS (Utilities) 

-$119.13 Daniel Howard (new lock) 

-$27,011.44 

-$10,500.00 Trash Pick-Up 

-$10,500.00 

-$26,388.35 County Tax 

-$10,247.67 Town Audit Servi ces 

-$2,250.00 Elections 

Reimbursement From County for 
$1 ,125.00 Elections 

-$37,761.02 

-$213,017.24 

Bank Accounts at Year End 2024 

$7,969.77 
$86,625.68 

$17,620.56 
$12,098.85 
$98.00 
$998.53 
$5,000.14 
$98.00 
$98.00 
$98.00 

TOTALS IN ALL ACCOUNTS $130,705.53 

2 

$4,633.30 

$33,903.27 

$39,973.00 

$2,988.56 

$1,500.00 

-$37,761.02 

$78,936.76 



Highland Plantation, Maine 
School Department 

Maine Compliance Reports 

June 30, 2024 

Ron L. Beaulieu & Company 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 



HIGHLAND PLANTATION, MAINE 
SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 

JUNE 30, 2024 

CONTENTS 
PAGE 

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITH MAINE STATE STATUTE 1 
REQUIREMENTS 

RECONCILIATION OF AUDIT ADJUSTMENTS TO ANNUAL FINANCIAL DATA 2 
SUBMITTED TO THE MEDMS FINANCIAL SYSTEM 

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION REQUIRED BY 3 
MAINE STATE STATUTE 

MANAGEMENT'S FINANCIAL SCHEDULE 

SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AWARDS 

NOTES TO SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AWARDS 

4 

5 



HIGHLAND PLANTATION, MAINE 
SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 

RECONCILIATION OF AUDIT ADJUSTMENTS TO ANNUAL FINANCIAL DATA 
SUBMITTED TO THE MEDMS FINANCIAL SYSTEM 

YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2024 

General 
Fund 
(1000) Totals 

June 30 balance per Maine Education Financial System $190,439 $190,439 

Revenue Adjustments: 

Local 

Expenditure Adjustments: 

Business Office 
Contract Services 
Contract Services/Director 
Elementary Tuition 
Professional Services 
Purchase Transportation 
Secondary Tuition 
Superintendent Contract 

Other Adjustments: 

Fund balance not entered into MEDMS financial system 

Adjusted GAAP basis fund balance June 30 $190,439 $190,439 

See independent auditors' report on compliance with Maine State Statute requirements. 

2 



Ron L. Beaulieu & Company 

www.rlbco.com 
accting@rlbco.com 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

41 Bates Street 
Portland, Maine 04103 

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON COMPLIANCE 
WITH MAINE STATE STATUTE REQUIREMENTS 

To the School Board of 
Highland Plantation. Maine 
Highland Plantationt Maine 

Tel: (207) 775-1717 
Fax: (207) 775-7103 

We have been engaged to audit the financial statements of Highland Plantation, Maine as of 
and for the year ending December 31, 2024. Our audit will be conducted in accordance with 
auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and, accordingly, will include 
such tests of the accounting records and such other auditing procedures as we considered 
necessary in the circumstances. 

The management of Highland Plantation, Maine is responsible for the Department's compliance 
with laws and regulations. In connection with the audit referenced above, we reviewed the budgetary 
controls that are in place and have reviewed the annual financial report that was submitted to the 
Maine Department of Education for accuracy. In addition, we have reviewed the Highland 
Plantation, Maine's compliance with applicable provisions of the Maine Finance Act as noted under 
MRSA Title 20-A §6051 as we considered necessary in obtaining our understanding. 

The results of our tests indicate that with respect to the items tested, nothing came to our 
attention that caused us to believe that Highland Plantation, Maine was in noncompliance with, 
or in violation of, the provisions referred to in the second paragraph. With respect to items not 
tested, nothing came to our attention that caused us to believe that Highland Plantation, Maine 
was in noncompliance with, or in violation of, those provisions. 

This report is intended solely for the information of the School Board, management, and the 
Maine Department of Education. This report is not intended to be and should not be used by 
anyone other than the specified parties. 

I 

R _,.. "'· iii«••· (, C .4 /! CO• 

Portland, Maine 
December 30, 2024 
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Ron L. Beaulieu & Company 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

www.rlbco.com 
accting@J:lbco.com 

41 Bates Street 
Portland, Maine 04103 

Tel: (207) 77 5-1717 
Fax: (207) 775-7103 

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 
REQUIRED BY MAINE STATE STATUTE 

To the School Board of 
Highland Plantation, Maine 
Highland Plantation, Maine 

We have been engaged to audit the financial statements of Highland Plantation, Maine as of 
and for the year ending December 31, 2024, and the related notes to the financial statements. 

The accompanying schedule of expenditures of federal awards is presented for purposes of 
additional analysis as required by Maine State Statute, and is not a required part of the financial 
statements. Such Information is the responsibility of management and was derived from and 
relates directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the financial 
statements. The information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit 
of the financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and 
reconciling such information directly to the undertying accounting and other records used to 
prepare the financial statements or to the financial statements themselves, and other additional 
procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America. In our opinion, the schedule of expenditures of federal awards is fairly stated in an 
material respects in relation to the financial statements as a whole. 

I 

R..,. iii. Sc••• t.,,;,4 /' Co. 

Portland, Maine 
December 30, 2024 
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HIGHLAND PLANTATION, MAINE 
SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 

SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AWARDS 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2024 

Federal Granter 
Pass Through Granter 

Program Title 

US Department of Education 
State of Maine - Department of Education 
and Cultural Services 

Local Entitlements 

Total Federal Expenditures 

Federal 
ALN 

84.027 

Pass-through 
Entity 

Identifying Federal 
Number Expenditures 

NIA 2,493 

$ 2,493 

See independent auditors' report on supplementary information and notes to schedule of expenditures of federal 
awards. 
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HIGHLAND PLANTATION, MAINE 
SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 

NOTES TO SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AWARDS 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2024 

NOTE 1 - BASIS OF PRESENTATION 

The accompanying schedule of expenditures of federal awards (the Schedule) includes the 
federal award activity of the School Department of Highland Plantation, Maine, under programs 
of the federal government for the year ended June 30, 2024. The information in this schedule is 
presented in accordance with the requirements of Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations Part 
200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal 
Awards (Uniform Guidance). Because the Schedule presents only a selected portion of the 
operations of the School Department of Highland Plantation, Maine, it is not intended to and 
does not present the financial position, changes in net position, or cash flows of the School 
Department of Highland Plantation, Maine. 

NOTE 2 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

Expenditures reported on the Schedule are reported on the accrual basis of accounting. Such 
expenditures are recognized following the cost principles contained in the Uniform Guidance, 
wherein certain types of expenditures are not allowable or are limited as to reimbursement. 

NOTE 3- INDIRECT COST RATE 

The School Department of Highland Plantation, Maine has elected not to use the 10% de 
minimis indirect cost rate as allowed under the Uniform Guidance. 

NOTE 4 - SUBRECIPIENTS 

The School Department of Highland Plantation, Maine did not pass through any federal awards 
to sub-recipients. 
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Highland Plantation School Department 

March 4, 2025 

HIGHLAND PtANTATION 

Superintendent of Schools: Laura Columbia 
School Board Chair: Patricia Dunphy 

Dear Highland Plantation School Community, 

It is an honor and a wonderful opportunity to serve as your superintendent. In partnering with the school board, our 
priority is to provide the best possible education while being mindful of the financial impact on taxpayers. 

Total Budget: 
Highland Plantation is required by law to maintain a school department and ensure the education of its children. While 
enrollment numbers fluctuate, we have built a budget for the upcoming year based on one student. The proposed operating 
budget for next year is $35,008.57 which is an increase of $8,768.57 from the current year. 

Changes in the School District Budget: 
Over the past few years, our student population has ranged from zero to four students, some requiring special education 
services. Regardless of enrollment in any given year, we must continue to operate a school department, which includes 
special education services and financial reporting. This year, we are remaining consistent with last year's budget, except 
for two area which are a slight decrease in transportation costs and an increase in tuition based on estimated students 
attending for the 25-26 school year 

Local Impact: 
We have worked diligently to craft a responsible budget that meets the needs of any potential students while remaining 
fiscally responsible. The School Board has approved a proposed budget of $35,008.57. 

I appreciate your continued support and commitment to the education of Highland Plantation's children. 

Thank you, 

Laura Columbia 
Superintendent of Schools 



WARRANT 

To: Paul Boucher, Resident in Highland Plantation, County of Somerset, and State of Maine. 

Greetings: 

You are hereby required to notify and warn the inhabitants of Highland Plantation qualified by 
law to vote on plantation affairs, to assemble at the Old Schoolhouse (Town House) at 10:00 AM 
on Saturday March 29, 2025, to act on these articles to wit: 

Article 1. To elect a moderator to preside at said meeting. Ron Nunes 

Article 2. To elect municipal officers for the ensuing year. 

First Assessor Daniel Howard Second Assessor Lois Bousquet Third Assessor Raymond 
Dionne 

Clerk Dawn Davis Tax Collector Patricia Dunphy Treasurer Patricia Dunphy 
School Committee member Sprite York 

Article 3. To see what sum of money the plantation will vote to raise, appropriate and authorize 
the assessors to expend for snow removal for the year 2025-2026. Article passes 

Assessors' recommendation: Transfer $30,000 from Tree Growth and raise $40,000. 

Article 4. To see what sum of money the plantation will vote to raise, appropriate and authorize 
the assessors to expend for the ensuing year for summer roads. Article passes 

Assessors' recommendation: Transfer designated surplus of Capital Improvement, plus all funds 
received from State of Maine LRAP (Local Road Assistance Program) to the Capitol improvement 
account), transfer $10, 000 from Excise Tax for use of summer road maintenance. 

Article 5. To see what sum of money the plantation will vote to raise, appropriate and authorize 
the assessors to expend for the Fire Protection Contract and support of the Fire House for the 
year 2025/2026. Article passes 

Assessors' recommendation: Raise $18,000.00 

Article 6. To see what sum of money the plantation will vote to raise, appropriate and authorize 
the assessors to expend for the ensuing year for waste removal. Article passes 

Assessors' recommendation: Transfer designated surplus of $2,000 and Raise $10,000 

Article 7. To see what sum of money the plantation will vote to raise, appropriate and authorize 
the assessors to expend for the ensuing year for grounds maintenance. (Cemetery, Landfill, Town 
House, Firehouse grounds) Article passes 

Assessors' recommendation: Transfer designated surplus of $600 and Raise $400 

Article 8. To see what sum of money the plantation will vote to appropriate and authorize the 
assessors to expend for the ensuing year for the Highland Town House. Article passes 
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Assessors' recommendation: Transfer designated surplus of $2,500 

Article 9. To see what sum of money the plantation will vote to raise, appropriate and authorize 
the assessors to expend for the ensuing year for municipal officers. Article passes 

Assessors ' recommendation: Transfer $5,000 from the Overlay and Raise $25,000 

Article 10. To see what sum of money the plantation will vote to raise, appropriate and authorize 
the assessors to expend for the ensuing year for bonds for the tax collector and treasurer. Article 
passes 

Assessors ' recommendation: Raise $450. 00 

Article 11. To see what sum of money the plantation will vote to raise, appropriate and authorize 
the assessors to expend for the ensuing year for administrative expenses, such as the Plantation's 
Website hosting, office expenses, Town/School Audit, Municipal dues, and other miscellaneous 
expenses. Article passes 

Assessors' recommendation: Transfer $1,000.00 from designated surplus and raise $28,000 

Article 12. To see how the plantation will vote in regard to the collection of taxes - discount 
and/or interest for the ensuing year. Article passes 

Assessors' recommendation: No discount - interest not to exceed the rate allowed by Maine Revenue 
Services Title 36 Sec 506 (8%), beginning November 1, 2025 

Article 13. To see if the plantation will vote to authorize the tax collector to accept the 
prepayment of taxes not yet committed as allowed by Title 36 M.R.S.A. 506. Article passes 

Assessors ' recommendation: Yes 

Article 14. To see if the plantation will vote to reimburse the agent fees to the tax collector and 
clerk. Article passes 

Assessors' recommendation: Yes 

Article 15. To see what sum of money the plantation will vote to raise, appropriate and authorize 
the assessors to expend for the ensuing year for assessing services. Article passes 

Assessors ' recommendation: Raise $1,000.00 

Article 16. To see what sum of money the plantation will vote to appropriate and authorize the 
assessors to expend for the ensuing year for ambulance service. Article passes 

Assessors' recommendation: Raise $10,000 

Article 17. To see what sum of money the plantation will vote to appropriate and authorize the 
assessors to expend for the ensuing year for the Contingency Fund. Article passes 

Assessors ' recommendation: Transfer designated surplus of $5,000 and raise $15,000 

Article 18. To see what sum of money the plantation will vote to appropriate and authorize the 
assessors to expend for the ensuing year for General Assistance. Article passes 
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Assessors' recommendation: Transfer $700 from designated surplus and raise $300 

Article 19. To see if the plantation will vote to reimburse the local snowmobile club the 
snowmobile registration refund received by the plantation. Article passes 

Assessors' recommendation: Yes 

Article 20. To see if the plantation will vote to authorize the assessors on behalf of the plantation 
to dispose of any real estate acquired by the plantation for nonpayment of taxes thereon, on such 
terms as they may deem advisable and to execute quitclaim deed( s) for such property. Except 
that the Municipal Officers shall use the special sale process required by MRS 943-C for 
qualifying homestead property if they choose to sell it to anyone other than the former owner( s) 

Article passes 

Assessors ' recommendation: Yes 

Article 21. To see if the plantation will vote to authorize the assessors to transfer undesignated 
funds from surplus, if necessary, to reduce the commitment. 

Article passes 

Assessors ' recommendation: Yes 

Article 22. To see what sum Highland Plantation School Department School Department will be 
authorized to expend for Regular Instruction K-12 in 2025-26. Article passes 

School Committee recommends $21,268.57. 

Approved 2024-25 Proposed 2025-26 Variance 

$12,000 $21,268.57 9,268.57 

Explanation: Tuition for 2 students. 

Article 23. To see what sum Highland Plantation School Department will be authorized to 
expend for Special Education K-12 in 2025-26. Article passes 

School Committee recommends $2,500 

Approved 2024-25 

$2,500 

Proposed 2025-26 

$2,500 

Variance 

0.00 

Article 24. To see what sum Highland Plantation School Department will authorize to expend 
for System Administration in 2025-26. Article passes 

School Committee recommends $9,240.00 

Approved 2024-25 

$9,240 

Proposed 2025-26 

$9,240 

Variance 

0.00 
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Article 25. To see what sum Highland Plantation School Department will authorize to expend 
for Transportation in 2025-26. Article passes 

School Committee recommends $ 2,000. 

Approved 2024-25 

$2,500 

Proposed 2025-26 

$2,000 

Variance 

(500) 

Article 26. State and Local Essential Programs and Services Funding Allocation: 

To see what sum Highland Plantation School Department will appropriate for the total cost of 
funding public education for K-12 (Recommend $35,008.57) as described in the Essential 
Program and Services Funding Act and to see what sum Highland Plantation School Department 
will raise (Recommended Raise $15,000.00) as the plantation contribution to the total cost of 
funding public education for K-12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding 
Act in accordance with the Maine Revised Statute Title 20-A, Section 15688. and to see what 
sum Highland Plantation School Department will transfer from unassigned fund balances 
(Recommended Transfer and use $19,708.57) to fully fund the required local commitment to 
funding public education for K-12. 

School Committee recommends appropriating approximately $300. 00 from state funding. 

School Committee recommends appropriating $19,708.57 from fund balances 

School Committee recommends a total of $15, 000. 00 from local funding 

Explanation The Plantation's contribution to the total cost of funding public education for K-12 
as described in the Essential Programs and Services Act is the amount of money determined by 
the state law to be the minimum amount the plantation must raise and/or access in order to 
receive the full amount of state dollars. The amount Highland Plantation School Department 
receives from the State of Maine is located on the preliminary ED 279- State Calculation for 
Funding Public Education Report. The fully enacted amount will not be available until the 
Legislature has completed their work on legislation. Highland Plantation School District is not 
requesting the full amount of the local required share, in order to use more of the fund balance. 
Currently the total allocation for FY 26 in the local required contribution is ($20,880.50) equals 
the State contribution ($820.90). Article passes 

Article 27. Additional Local Funds: To see what sum Highland Plantation School Department 
will raise and appropriate in additional local funds which exceed the Essential Programs and 
Services funding model by $0.00 Article passes 

School Committee recommends raising $0.00 

Explanation: The additional local funds are those raised locally over and above the school administrative 
units local contribution to the total cost of funding public education or K-12 as described in the Essential 
Programs and Services Funding Act. 

Article 28. Total School Budget Summary: To see what sum Highland Plantation will 
authorize the Highland Plantation School Department School Committee to expend for the fiscal 
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year beginning July 1, 2025 and ending June 30, 2026 from the plantation’s contribution to the 
total cost of funding public education for K-12 as described in the Essential Programs and 
Services Funding Act, non-state funds for school purposes under the Maine Revised Statutes 
Title 20-A, Section 15690, unexpended balances, state subsidy and other receipts for the support 
of schools, Total Budget Request: $35,008.57. Article passes 

School Committee recommends $ 19,708.57 (from Fund Balance)  

Approved 2024-25   Proposed 2025-26               Variance                                 

  $26,240.00                                    $35,008.57              ($ 8,768.57) 

________________________________________________________________ 

Article 29.  To see what action the Highland Plantation will take concerning the return to LUPC 
and what funding shall be raised and/or appropriated; to be decided in a Special Town Meeting 
scheduled for April 26, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. Article passes 

• Budget for updating and codifying the zoning ordinance plus payroll expenses  
($25,000 + $6,300) 

• Budget for annual LUPC dues- $3,000 

Explanation:  

The resulting amendment for this article will be posted immediately following the results of the 
Special Town Meeting vote on April 26, 2025.  

Article 30. To see if the plantation will vote to authorize the assessors to pay the usual 
obligations of the plantation during the period of January 1, 2026, to the annual meeting. Article 
passes 

Assessors’ recommendation:  Yes 

Article 31. To see if the plantation will vote to close the books December 31, 2025. Article 
passes 

Assessors’ recommendation:  Yes 

Warrant: March 29, 2025  

Highland Plantation Assessors:  Daniel Howard    Lois Bousquet   Raymond Dionne                         

Amendment to Article 29 :  

• Budget for updating and codifying the zoning ordinance plus payroll expenses  
($25,000 + $6,300)  Amended Article Passed April 26, 2025 

Highland Plantation Assessors:   

Daniel Howard    Lois Bousquet   Raymond Dionne 
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RETURN OF THE WARRANT  

Highland Plantation, Maine           

March 22, 2025,  

Pursuant to the within warrant to me directed, I have notified and warned the inhabitants of said 
Town qualified as herein expressed, to meet at said time and place, and for purposes therein 
named, by posting an attested copy of said warrant at the Old Schoolhouse (Town House) at 
2185 Long Falls Dam Rd and the Firehouse at 1956 Long Falls Dam Rd in said Highland 
Plantation, being public and conspicuous places in Highland Plantation, on the 22nd day of 
March, 2025, being at least seven (7) days before the meeting.  

Paul Boucher, Resident 
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